News From Out West

If you’ve never read these before, please start at the bottom.  It will make more sense.

9-27-99

At long last, Amy has drifted back to Michigan.  She returned this past weekend after a twenty-one day hike across the Midwest.  She claims she didn't have to resort to raiding chicken coops for food, but there are news reports of some cows that went missing around Madison, Wisconsin last week.  Amy looks good and is in high spirits, but she did not return without some scars:  while out West, Amy has developed a taste for Country music.  Her family (well, not her father) asks that everyone who reads this do his or her part to help Amy overcome this heinous addiction.  If you catch her listening to "Young County FM," change the station and give her a firm "No."  If she attempts to purchase a "Dixie Chicks" album, remove it from her hands before she reaches the checkout line and give her a firm "No."  If you see her line dancing, drag her into the street, shake her, and give her firm "No."  Hopefully we won't have to resort to confinement and full-scale re-education.

Welcome back Amy.

9-2-99

Well, Amy's adventure is near an end.  She'll be back in Michigan by the end of September.  In fact, she began her hike back today.  She'll stick to the backwoods and avoid civilization at all cost until she reaches Michigan. Her friends and co-workers have tried to discourage her from attempting to hike across the Midwest carrying a 174-pound pack, but Amy's pretty stubborn.  She says that she missed a lot on her drive out, and she wants to see it all on the way back.  She may begin to run low on food by the time she reaches Iowa, but has said that she plans on raiding some chicken coops if necessary.

8-6-99

Amy's parents returned safely from Wyoming, but they failed to pull Amy away form the clutches of the National Forest Service.  They gave up after Amy attempted to trick them into driving off the side of a mountain.  Once they realized the strength of her resolve, they opted to just try to get out of Dubois in one piece.  Amy seemed to delight in forcing her mother to stand on the edge of high cliffs against her will so Amy could document her terror with the camera.  Well, we're glad they were able to escape.

7-20-99

Well, Amy's parents have gone out Wyoming.  Their mission:  de-program Amy.  It is their belief that Amy has fallen in with some sort of "cowboy cult" which operates under the guise of the National Forest Service.  Amy's supposed "job" meets many of the criteria of a cult:

Cults attempt to relocate members from their homes and make them inaccessable to the outside 

world.

    Amy's is now 75 miles from the nearest Wal Mart for cryin' out loud!

Cults cut off their members from communication with the outside world.

    Amy's first place of residence didn't have a phone or an address.

Cults try to make sure new initiates are surrounded by fellow members at all times.

    Amy is rooming with 2 other members in a small house (with no address).  I'm not sure of the dog's

    religious affiliation.

Cults allow members little spare time to devote to outside interests.

    Amy's work time is spent hiking to campgrounds, repairing fences, and clearing washed-out roads.

    Her free time is spent hiking to campgrounds, repairing fences, and clearing washed-out roads.

Cults are led by a charismatic leader.

    Three words:  Smokey the Bear.

Hopefully, the deprogramming is a success and Amy is saved before she utters her first "Yeee-haw."

7-1-99Amy is mostly recovered from her injuries.  Her back has healed enough for her to get up and around, and she was back to work this week.  It's a good thing she's feeling better too, because the most amazing discovery since the Jackalope has been made:  the North American Mammoth Pig is alive in Wyoming!  Once, mighty herds of the slothful animal rutted freely throughout the American Northwest in herds so thick it looked as though the very landscape had turned pink.  It was thought that the Mammoth Pig had become extinct during the last Ice Age, but that was until Amy and her friends found a fine specimen right in a neighbor's back yard.  The beast was surprisingly tame and even allowed Amy and her friends to pet it.  There is a photo of the Mammoth Pig now on the Wyoming Pics page.

6-20-99

Amy is injured!  She pulled a muscle in her back today at work and is going to be laid up for a bit.  We wish her a speedy recovery.  We're a bit sketchy on how she injured herself but here is what we've pieced together so far:  While out performing some routine maintenance on some sort of water storage equipment near the campground, Amy noticed a bear behaving in a suspicious manner.  While her partner went for backup, Amy followed the bear.  She then witnessed the bear perform a brazen daytime raid on a campground and steal the picnic basket from a visiting family.  Amy yelled for the bear to stop, but he ran and Amy was forced to give chase.  Here's where the reports begin to become a bit vague.  We know Amy pursued the bear on foot into the mountains.  We know Amy was unarmed.  We know the bear ate the Club Sandwich out of the picnic basket.  We know that four and a half-hours later Amy was seen dragging the unconscious bear and the partially consumed picnic basket back to the campground.  There are unconfirmed reports that Amy herself ate an apple out of the basket.  It is unknown if Amy sustained her injuries while wrestling and subduing the thieving bear, or if she strained the muscle while dragging the bear back down the mountain.  Hopefully more information will become available next month when the entire episode is featured on Fox's "World's Most Dangerous National Forest Chases."

6-17-99

Due to ozone depletion and increased UV radiation in the Dubois area, Amy has undertaken a grand new 

assignment:  A program to educate beavers on the dangers of prolonged sun exposure.  On warm summer 

days you can find throngs of sun worshipping beavers basking along the banks of the rivers and streams inside Shoshone.  After the long, cold, Wyoming winter, many of these beavers are eager to get some color back into their pelts in time for the next mating season.  But in recent years researchers have seen an alarming rise in the cases of beaver skin cancer.  Amy will travel the perimeter of the forest giving daily seminars and distributing "Banana Boat" SPF 15, sunglasses, and wide brim hats to the beavers.

Some experts are praising her efforts, but others think it's kind of lame.

6-10-99

Amy's all moved in and has started working. She will be in charge of three campgrounds and actually has a staff of eight!  Amy in charge of people.   It's kind of scary.

6-3-99

Well, Amy arrived in Wyoming earlier this week and is settling in to her trailer and getting to know the area. She's already gotten to see mountain goats, moose, elk, and plenty of moose poop.  She has also been 

helping to clean up campgrounds and repair fences; possibly to help keep the moose from crapping in the 

forest.  Amy's main summertime project will be to train the moose to poop in the neighboring Grand Teton 

National Park instead of Shoshone.  She will have to watch out for the folks in Grand Teton, as they've been known to dump their leaves on Shoshone's side of the fence.

5-28-99

Amy began her journey today!  She got as far as Kearney Nebraska.  She loaded up the Mystery Machine and with her wacky friends and their dog she is traveling west and solving mysteries along the way.  Today she exposed a corrupt carnival owner who was posing as a ghost clown to scare away customers in order to get his sister to sign over her co-ownership of the carnival to him.  Unbeknowst to her, there was a long lost gold mine under the carnival that her brother wanted to get his hands on.  Good job Amy!

